two protagonists front a high vantage point, quite forgetting
that he himself is one of them:

Of the two human beings here* described . , . There came a tune ...
The struggle began soon. But to familiari/e my readers with the
condition of the two persons , . , and with the outlines of their tem-
peraments ... it is needful to open with some account . . .''Il

The method, then, is that of objective description. The writer
works within the paradigm of the inductive sciences. One can
see why Harold Nicolson concluded that the book was not
conventional biography and still less autobiography. There are
explanations for Gosse's intentions. There is. for example, the
literary influence of the Trench critic Sainte-Heuve about whom
Gosse said *I am the disciple of one man and of one man only
Sainte~Beuve. No tine else has been my master/*'** Saintc-Beuve
had demanded that the critic should work as 'a good naturalist:
in the vast domain of the human spirit'"7 in order to classify
the different orders and species of the human mind. Sainte-Heuve
had also talked of the 'unbridgeable differences between intel-
lectual types, differences of blood, of temperament*,*8

In these two notions of critic as naturalist and of the innate
temperaments of individuals forming different species to be
understood and classified, we can detect powerful influences
on the formal construction and underlying conception of l'\itltcr
and Son. The notion of science must have been particularly
attractive' to Gosse for, by the end of the nineteenth century,
many were claiming with increasing success that science was
the sole way in which to arrive at any certainty in matters of
truth, A commonsense inductive approach to life was begin-
ning to prevail; arguments were to he resolved by reference to
evidence and facts. As a study of the father lather ami Son is, in
part, the analysis of a man who could not, because of the
power of 'the turbid volume of superstition',30 recognise the
truth of the evidence under his very finger tips. Tlie father
'took one step in the service of truth, and then he drew hack
in an agony, and accepted the servitude of errorV*0 What is
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